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Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for June
Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

StoryFaces – Mask Art Programs Agostino & Co. Performing Arts www.agostinoarts.com 1-12

Aquarium Guided Tours Atlantis Marine World www.longislandaquarium.com PreK-12

Goowin’s Balloowins Encore Performing Arts www.encoreperforming.com K-6

Making Good Choices - Hip Pickles   Hip Pickles www.hippickles.com 3-9

Jester Jim Show Jester Jim Inc. www.jesterjim.com PreK-8

KerboomKidz KerboomKidz   www.kerboomkidz.com PreK-12

Spring on the Farm-Birth/New Life Potential/Benner’s Farm LLC   www.bennersfarm.com PreK-8

The Brain Show Singing Telegrams By Jeff Inc.   www.thebrainshow.com K-12

Brain Challenge-The Game Show Allen Strauss   www.hollyrockentertainment.com K-12
    – dba Hollyrock Entertainment

Bronx Zoo Tour Wildlife Conservation Society   www.bronxzoo.com K-12

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

Presenting Mr. Frederick Douglass – Fremarjo Enterprises
Mr. Morsell was very convincing as Fredrick Douglas. He took our students on a walk back in history to the days of the slavery and the 
Underground Railroad. He helped them understand the significant role Fredrick Douglas played in equal rights for blacks as well as women.  
– Raegan Hololob, assistant principal, Longwood MS, Longwood 
Bayport/Blue Point students also experienced this program.

FIELD TRIPS
are part of Arts in Education and Exploratory Enrichment! You can find your 
favorite outings in our catalog and do a contract request for all of these 
activities for your students through our office!
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Engeman Theater: School House Rock – Harborside Productions
Students learned new material and had already-learned content reinforced through drama. The program correlated with the Common Core Learning 
Standards for English Language Arts. – Christine Ternullo, Grade 4 teacher, Northport-East Northport

Commack, Elwood, and Sachem students also saw this performance.

Marine Debris Awareness Sculpture – Carolyn Munaco Haines
This was an amazing multidisciplinary project that tied together marine pollution, consumerism, and public awareness using a multimedia, student-
created piece of artwork. We look forward to working with Ms. Munaco in the next school year. – Rick Nydegger, Jim Waring, and Pam Renna, 
science teachers, Hampton Bays

The bFit Show – Academic Entertainment
This program reinforced the importance of living a healthy lifestyle through proper diet and physical fitness. The presenter was animated and 
humorous. The use of magic really captured the students’ attention. – Dana Thomas, Grade 1 teacher, CE Walters School, Longwood

Students learned about nutrition and how it (along with exercise) impacts their bodies and ability to function. This tied in well with an ongoing 
classroom discussion regarding eating lunch. – Todd Arnesen, CE Walters ES. Grade 1 teacher, Longwood

It was a wonderful 45-minute program. The children were engaged by the magic show. The presenter explained the importance of the food groups, 
gave examples of food in each group, and described what part of the body the food especially helps. He also spoke about the importance of an hour 
of exercise a day, even while watching television. At the end of the program, the children did the recommended exercises. – Mrs. Fazio, Grade 1 
teacher. Wood Park School, Commack

Be a District Star…
Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In 
addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s impact on student learning and curriculum connection, 
and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand aIE nEws

LI Student Shakespeare Festival Has a New Home
By Jeff Dailey, guest contributor
Many years ago, Northern London theater owner James Burbage was 
unable to negotiate a new lease for the land under his theater – which 
was, incidentally, called “The Theatre.” He gathered his acting company, 
which included William Shakespeare, and together, on Christmas day 
in 1598, they took down the building and moved it south, across the 
Thames River, where they reassembled it and called it “The Globe.” 
This was the theater where most of Shakespeare’s plays had their  
first performances.

A similar thing has happened to the Long Island Student Shakespeare 
Festival. The Washington School in Deer Park, which has served the 
festival well since its creation, has been sold. We are therefore moving, 
not across a river, but to the other side of the LIE. I am happy to announce 
that Five Towns College has agreed to host the Festival next year. Dr. 
Susan Barr, the college’s president, has graciously offered the theater, 
gym, and other spaces for the Festival. This will be a great collaboration 
between the college and local schools. The college is easily accessible 
and its theater is outfitted with the latest technology. For more on the 
college, go to ftc.edu

Payments will no longer be made to the Deer Park Schools. I have made 
arrangements for the music ensemble Collectio Musicorum, which 
specializes in early music, to handle the financial end of the Festival. 
The cost will remain very low. The New York City Student Shakespeare 
Festival now charges each class $2300 dollars to participate; our  
Long Island Festival is less than 10% of that. You may continue to pay 
through BOCES. 

This is an exciting time for Shakespeare education on Long Island.  
I look forward to your continued participation in the Festival. There 
are plans to expand the Festival over the coming years to offer even 
more opportunities. In the meantime, I will be updating the contact 
information and other details on the Festival website at http://
studentshakespearefestival.blogspot.com/p/2015-shakespeare-festival.
html. Currently, the site has pictures and quotes from the 2015 Festival 
on it. 

Editor’s note: Dr. Jeff Daly is the founder of the Long Island Student 
Shakespeare Festival. He will be retiring as Director of Fine and Performing 
Arts at Deer Park Schools in June. In the future, you can contact him 
about the Festival at dpmusicart@aol.com
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Long IsLand aIE nEws (continued)

natIonaL aIE nEws

Student Comments from the 2015  
LI Student Shakespeare Festival
The fourth Long Island Student Shakespeare Festival took place April 
30th. The guest artist was Emily Davis, founder of the Messenger Theatre 
Company. Students performed excerpts from Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, 
Julius Caesar, Henry VIII, Much Ado About Nothing, and Troilus and 
Cressida. The musical selection was a performance of Richard Dering’s 
The City Cries.

Students said:  

“ It was a fun experience. It showed us 
how you can appreciate Shakespeare in 
different ways.”

“I would do it again.”

“ It was like I traveled back in time to 
London in the 1600s and I performing 
for Shakespeare himself.”

“ Shakespeare creates community in a way 
that has inspired thespians forever!”

“This day was another rose in my garden of experience.”

“Better than learning it in a textbook.”

Conference for Kids
More than 400 students from Suffolk eight school districts came to Suffolk 
Community College Riverhead Campus to participate in the annual 
Conference for Kids, an event that celebrates the Arts and Sciences for 
grades 4-6. Students selected their favorite 90-minute workshops offered 
by seventeen Teaching Artists. 

One favorite was Robotics, to which students thought “it was cool that 
we were able to use simple machines to allow Legos to move.” Students 

attending Bob Veech’s Invention workshop were inspired by 
the Suitcase Shower! Elise May’s Theatre workshop taught 
students how to control their voices as they engaged in 
various theatre games. Facts of Fingerprints with John 
Whimple allowed students to lift their own fingerprints!

Some students brought some of the new skills back to their 
schools and families. One Montauk student liked Magic of 
Amore’s Magician-in-Training workshop because he was 
able to trick his family with the tricks he learned! Others 
spoke of meeting new friends from other districts.

Thanks to the staff at Suffolk Community College Riverhead Campus and 
to the participating school districts –  Montauk, Fire Island, Islip, Montauk, 
Quogue Sayville, Springs, South Country, Three Village.

Designing Education for Human Beings, Not Data Points
What kind of school climate makes 
innovative programs that encourage 
students’ interests and creativity 
possible? According to Sir Ken Robinson, 
author, speaker and international 
advisor on education in the arts, the 
key is to personalize education, not 
standardize it. Students “are living 
people with feelings and aspirations 

and hopes and ambitions and fears and talents,” he stresses. “As soon as 
you recognize that education is not a processing plant, it’s about people, 
then the whole equation starts to shift around.” In a recent Education 
Week interview, Robinson addressed several of the most hotly-debated 
school reform issues. Here are a few quotes on…
	 •		The	 Opt-out	 Test	 Movement:	 “I’m	 not	 arguing	 against	 any	 form	 of	

standardized testing. But it’s really gone out of control now, and I think there’s 
a terrible tendency to confuse standardizing with raising standards…”

	 •		Dismantling	the	Hierarchy	of	School	Subjects:	“We’ve	reached	a	point	
now where it’s too often seen as the ultimate goal of education to go 
do a four-year degree somewhere. And there are a lot of other ways that 
people can contribute and have fulfilling lives. In the interest in raising 
so-called academic standards, we’ve demeaned all the other options…”

	 •		Moving	Away	 from	 the	 Industrial	 Revolution’s	 Education	Model:	“We	
don’t organize our days in 40-minute bits and pieces and blow whistles 
at home and move on to the next thing… It has to change because the 
world is changing so rapidly…” 

To read the full interview, visit http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/ 
2015/05/20/qa-with-sir-ken-robinson.html. Meanwhile, you can view  

Sir Ken Robinson presenting “How Schools Kill Creativity,” the most-
watched TED Talk (33 million views), at http://www.ted.com/talks/ken_
robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity?language=en

The Impact of Activist Art on Student Learning
A recent study found that the teenage subjects developed skills for critical 
thinking, leadership, community engagement, and communication during 
the creation of activist art. According ArtsEdSearch, the study followed 
14 teenagers enrolled in a Museum of Modern Art course. Based on 
observations, interviews and more, the researcher concluded that the skills 
were fostered through the process of connecting (ie, considering injustices 
and how the students might change them), questioning (ie, defining an 
audience and what might alter its thinking) and translating (ie creating 
an artwork that represented an idea). To read more, visit http://www.
ted.http://www.artsedsearch.org/summaries/a-pedagogy-of-activist-art-
exploring-the-educational-significance-of-creating-art-for-social-justice

How to Personalize Learning
Technology has revolutionized how we learn, making it possible to tailor 
instruction to personal interest and needs. However, David Gordon, co-
author of Universal Design for Learning: Theory and Practice, points out 
that having technology isn’t enough. Educators need to know how to 
use it to tailor learning. He believes the Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) framework, which was developed by researchers at Center for 
Applied Special Technology (CAST), offers one possible solution. The 
UDL framework, which is based on three brain networks (affective, 
recognition and strategic), can help educators design “flexible, option-
rich” curriculum. In his article for eSchool News, Mr. Gordon offers tips 
on applying UDL in the classroom. To read in full, visit http://www.
eschoolnews.com/2015/05/19/udl-personalized-939/
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Exhibit Celebrates Art Integration
An exhibition featuring the work of students whose teachers partnered 
with museums to integrate art across the curriculum is currently on display 
at the Department of Education in Washington, DC. Art education is not 
“a separate set of skills,” Jackye Zimmermann, director of the student art 
exhibition for the Education Department, recently told e-School News. 
Instead, it recognizes that “everything around you is a combination of the 
arts and some form of math, technology and engineering.”

The school-museum collaborations have gave students multiple 
ways to approach academic ideas, from creating artworks based on 
social justice themes and learning math concepts through surrealist  
sculptures, to understanding ecology and habitats by studying a Georgia 
O’Keefe painting.

The Department of Education student exhibition will be on display 
through the end of June 2015. To learn more about it, visit http://www.
washingtonpost.com/local/education/at-arlingtons-kenmore-middle-
school-teaching-math-really-is-an-art/2015/05/17/12342ae2-f8cd-
11e4-9ef4-1bb7ce3b3fb7_story.html

Using the Web to Motivate Young Poets
The pen may be mighty, but a Massachusetts middle school teacher 
recently found that technology is a great motivator for students learning to 
write poetry. Grade 6 teacher Kevin Hodgson recently used Google Drive’s 
Slides tool to guide his students through the writing and publishing of 

digital poetry books. “The end result was a win-win-win,” he writes at the 
MiddleWeb. “I not only had my students engaged in the writing of poetry 
across various forms, but also they were able to use technology to publish 
a digital book of original writing, learning along the way about how the 
World Wide Web works, how to use elements of web design for writing, 
and understanding the need to attribute art to the original owners.” To 
learn more and view a sample of the students’ digital poetry books, visit 
http://www.middleweb.com/22690/how-we-took-poetry-writing-into-
digital-spaces/

Arts Summer Book Club: All Are Welcomed
Americans for the Arts invites all readers to join its Summer Reading Club 
and Blog Salon for summer 2015. Over the summer, participants will 
have an opportunity to read three books in the Americans for the Arts 
‘Community Visions’ series and share their thoughts and feedback on the 
organizations’ ARTSBlog.

The first book, Arts & America, is a compilation of 10 essays in which 
art is the hero in communities across the country. Each essay looks at a 
community that has been impacted by the arts. Arts & America will be 
on sale at the American for the Arts’ Annual Convention 2015, June 12-
15. However, anyone can download the essays the organization’s website 
after the convention.

To join the Summer Reading Club, contact Caitlin Holland, Communications 
& Content Manager at Americans for the Arts, at cholland@artsusa.org

Program ProfILEs

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Arts-in-Ed “Can-Do” Honor
Congratulations to Diane Bloxon, Arts-in-
Education Office Applications Specialist, 
who was recognized at the May ESBOCES 
Board Meeting by the Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
Administration and Board of Education. 

Diane, who is the Arts-in-
Ed catalog maven along 
with the person behind 
the registration for the 

annual LI Media Arts Show, was thanked for “being 
one a most productive staff member. “Can Do” is her 
mantra. Her commitment to the students and families 
Arts in Ed serves is a testament to the dedication she has 
toward furthering the Agency’s Mission of “Educational 
Services that Transform Lives.” Many thanks to Diane!

Scholar Artist 2014-15 Awards Gala
Congratulations to the 20 Scholar Artists and 20 Certificates of Merit who 
were honored by the Long Island Arts Alliance at the May 31st Awards 
Gala held at the Tilles Theatre for the Performing Arts. LIAA’s Scholar-
Artist Awards program recognizes students judged to be “the best of the 
best” on Long Island in both academics and in the arts. LIAA partners 

with Newsday who publishes a bio of two Scholar 
Artists each month in the newspaper from 
September through June. Thanks to the program 
sponsor, New York Community Bank Foundation.

LIAA’s Suffolk Education Committee members 
include Dr. John Gallagher (Longwood, see 
photo), Carol Brown (ESBOCES), Diana Cook 
(Middle Country), Louisa Eiermann (Bayport-Blue 
Point, retired), Dr. Kim Lowenborg-Coyne (North 
Babylon), Susan Radin (South Huntington), and 
Nassau representatives as well.
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to
Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

TOOLKIT FOR PROMOTING ARTS IN THE COMMUNITY
Looking for ways to share Americans for the Arts’ Creative Industries Report data and promote interest in the arts among businesses and others in 
local communities? If so, you might want to take a peek at Americans for the Arts’ Creative Industries Toolkit. The toolkit offers peer insights into 
crafting your message as well as how others have used the Creative Industries Report. To learn more, go to http://www.partnershipmovement.org/
upload/web-files/other/AFTA_CreativeIndustriesToolkit_FINAL.pdf

ARTS BUILD CONFIDENCE
Beth Bienvenu, Accessibility Director at the National Endowment for the Arts, recently spoke candidly about her childhood stuttering and how the 
arts helped her overcome it. Read about her personal experience and the need to increase access to the arts for those with disabilities at http://arts.
gov/article/power-build-confidence

Quote of Month

“This might seem contradictory, but the advice I give to young poets is not to treat poetry as a career  
- to stay an amateur, a word that comes from the Latin ‘amare,’ to love.”

– Tung-Hui Hu, NEA Literature Fellow

EdItorIaL staff:

mark Your CaLEndar…
August 11 & 12.    Uncommon Approaches to the Common Core. Albany, NY.  

http://www.uncommoncc.blogspot.com/2013/07/the-conference.html

Sept 1 & 2.   National Forum: The Arts Leading the Way to Student Success. Arlington, VA.  www.aep-arts.org

October 14 & 15.    Common Ground Conference for Arts Education. Albany, NY. For information, visit www.nysaae.org
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Lisa Israel
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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